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May 1, 2010 

2:00 PM

President Roy L. Jackson – Presiding

Call to Order

The Annual Meeting was called to Order at 1:49 PM.  

SSU Hymn

The SSU Hymn was sung by attendees. 

Approval of the Agenda
It was moved by J.O. Thomas to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Tommie Aaron.  The motion passed. 
Past President J.O. Thomas who is well versed in Robert’s Rules of Order, was appointed parliamentarian.
Approval of Minutes

Nefertara Clark announced corrections to the minutes of May 2009. Mrs. Alvernia Jackson made a motion that the General Business minutes by approved with the necessary corrections as noted.  Mrs. Beatrice Campbell seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

Proposed Changes to the Bylaw and Constitution were distributed.  Dr. Clemontine Washington stated that there was a morning session dedicated to discuss the proposed changes to the constitution and bylaws.  During that time, members were able to express their concerns.  Dr. Washington said that Article 8, Sec. § 1 provides “these changes may be adopted by 2/3 vote of members present at the annual meeting.”
Dr. Washington, with the help of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee Members (Mary Clark and J.O. Thomas) distributed the ballots so that conference participants could vote on the proposed changes. Voting was closed at 2:14.
Chapter Roll Call
Chapter Roll Call was conducted by Nefertara Clark.  Representatives of the following chapters were present:

1) Albany 

2) Atlanta Downtown

3) Atlanta Metro

4) Augusta Chapter

5) Bainbridge – Decatur County

6) Charlotte, North Carolina

7) Dublin – Laurens County

8) Elbert – Hart – Franklin

9) Fort Valley

10) Indianapolis 

11) Jacksonville, Florida

12) Jefferson County

13) Macon Metro

14) Miami – Dade County

15) Savannah

16) South Dekalb Perimeter

17) Washington, D. C.
Officers’ Reports:
President 

President Jackson provided a written report.  The 2010 Strategic Plan for SSUNAA was provided to conference participants at the Southern Region Meeting.  President Jackson said he hopes that prior to our next meeting the chapter list will be reviewed to remove those chapters that are inactive and to possibly add new chapters where there are alums ready to work. 
There is a desperate need for fundraising in terms of the alumni association and scholarships.  President Jackson said that the committee has been appointed.  He asked Ms. Tommie Aaron and Mrs. Mary Clark to head the scholarship committee.  Mrs. Tamiko Allen – Grant and Mrs. Marjorie Terry will also assist in this effort.  It is his hope that the committee will recommend to the national annual names for funds.  
Dr. Jimmie Jackson, Washington, DC Chapter asked that Mr. Jackson recommend that the newly appointed scholarship committee have a conversation with the scholarship committee that was in place prior to this term. She stated that previously every scholarship that was awarded was listed, along with the amount of the scholarship.   
Vice President
Ms. Aaron said the Regional Vice Presidents have been very active.  Mr. Lang, VP of the Midwestern Regions is working with Brenda Bell.  Northern Region VP, Birnell Hatcher is working with Otis Allen. Southern Region VP, Nicole Blount submitted a proposal.  She plans to work with tri – county chapter and reactivate the Golden Isles chapter.  If there is anyone who has expressed an interest to start a chapter, please let the respective regional vice presidents know. Lastly, it is hoped that regional vice presidents with reside in the regions which they serve as vice president. 
Correspondence Secretary 

Mrs. Versie Dupont provided a written report (attached via PDF). Various sympathy, get well and congratulatory cards have been sent since May 2009.  Some people stated that they did not receive cards for some event or another.  Ms. Dupont said that if correspondence was not sent, that means she was unaware of the event. 
Treasurer 
Ms. Lisa Earls is not present due to her attendance at Mrs. Delaware Hall Jones’ funeral being held today, May 1, 2010.   The treasurer’s report (attached via PDF) was distributed to attendees.  Mr. John Lang made a motion that the treasurer’s report be accepted.  The motion was seconded by John Clark.  The motion carried.  Ms. Birnell Hatcher asked whether there was a bank that we could switch to that does not charge fees. 

The budget was also distributed. Mr. Charles Young raised a question about proposed expenses for Homecoming 2010.  He noted the treasurer’s report for 2010 indicates that $28,000 was spent for homecoming.  But, the July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011 proposed budget allocated a different amount. Mr. John Lang noted a correction that the proposed budget should read Homecoming 2010, instead of 2009.  President Jackson asked that we accept the budget as information only.  The final approval will be made by the executive committee. 

Executive Vice President
Mr. Walker provided a general report on April 30, 2010 and presided over the presentation of Committee Chair Report.  Today, he said that there was a recommendation from the scholarship committee that SSUNAA honor the $9,000 athletic scholarship.  He also said that the membership committee would ascertain what the benefits, such as discounts, were available on campus for life members.
Dr. Jimmie Jackson asked whether we knew the cost of two full scholarships to SSU.  Mr. Walker said that it depends on whether the student is in state ($6,000) or out of state ($16,000).  He said that in 2008, the cost was $4,500 per student (if in state).  Mr. Campbell was asked for input.  He said that he agreed with the Mr. Walker and that he called down to get the cost, but was unable to get any current figures from the University. 
Executive Committee Recommendations:
Nefertara Clark read the recommendations as follows:

Funds due to the Institution 
Recommend that all money due to the university held by the national (ie. Penny Fund, Scholarships) be forwarded to the University so that the students may receive it.  

Scholarship Support
Recommend that $17,500 in scholarship funds be forwarded to the university.  The recommendation will be that we honor the $9,000 athletic scholarship commitment this year, depending upon the status of the budget.  The remaining portion of $8,500 will be awarded for academic scholarships.
Major Fundraising
Recommend that the national develop a major fund raising campaign.

Relationship w/ SSU Administration
Recommend that President Jackson send a letter on behalf of the auxiliary organizations to President Yarbrough requesting a meeting to discuss improving communications and working relationship.   
John Lang, Indianapolis Chapter, made a motion that the executive committee recommendations be approved. The motion was seconded by Alvernia Jackson.  The motion passed. 

Nominating Committee

The persons recommended are:

Art Terry – Metro Atlanta Chapter

Dr. Thomas Clark – Augusta Chapter 

Laura Irwin – Dublin Laurens Chapter

Cliff Wilborn – DC Chapter 

Willie Walker – Executive Vice is secretary to the committee.  

Tomika Allen Grant –  Jacksonville Chapter

Barbara McGhee – Savannah Chapter

Van Patrick Williams – was added as a potential member of the nominating committee. 

Legal Defense Coalition
Atty. John M. Clark served as a representative for the coalition.  He informed attendees that the suit had been filed.  He said that the time has come for funding.  The attorneys who are primarily working on this litigation of Atty. John Clark, Atty. Willie Walker, Atty. Chevene King, Atty. Michael Sussman and Atty. Kenneth Dious.  Atty. Clark said that this suit is about the deprivation faced by our public HBCUs.  There was further discussion about what SSU, Fort Valley State and Albany State University are lacking and why these inequities exist. He said that an institution was started in Gwinnett Co. in 2005 at a time when the State is alleging that it did not have any funds.  That brings us back to why funding is needed. President Jackson said that the other alumni associations are just as committed to this effort as we are. President Jackson said that he would like for the funds to be available when needed. 

Atty. Clark addressed why the suit was filed in Albany, GA – the Middle District.  The northern district was ruled out because there is no HBCU there.  The southern district was ruled out.  There is major support in the Albany area. Mr. Walker said that the complaint is available on the web at www.GAMD/uscourts.gov. 

May Meeting Fundraising Efforts 

There was a silent auction for two 2 nights stay at the Country Inn and Suites.  One bid was $141 and the other was $142.  Upon collection of the checks, silent auction winners will be presented with their gift certificates. Additionally, $681.00 was collected over the weekend.  The total amount collected was $964.00.
SSU Foundation
Dr. Jimmie Jackson said that she felt that one major fundraising event was something that should be considered. She said the other thing that is important is scholarships.  We must keep students coming into Savannah State. She said that people want to write checks to the foundation, not the institution.  She mentioned that a previous scholarship event was held at the ConEd Building. Several scholarships will be awarded in August when the students have returned to school.  Scholarships will be awarded in the name of Eldridge McMillian.  The committee will work on how these scholarships will be maintained.  There will also be two athletic scholarships awarded. Three categories for scholarships Out of State ($1000), In State ($500) and International ($1000).  The Grannual used to be sent to members.  It used to be in magazine or newsletter form.  She suggested that the Grannual be published again.  
There are two buildings that are owned by the SSU Foundation – University Commons and University Village.  These are LL.C.  The owner of the L.L.C. is the SSU foundation.

Ms. Tommie Aaron raised a question about possible overlap. Dr. Jackson said that the foundation compiled a booklet in August at one of its events.  She then said the Grannual was something that was sponsored by the national alumni association. President Jackson said that he would create a committee that would work on an alumni newsletter. 

President Jackson stated that he would collaborate with the presidents of the other alumni auxiliaries to pen a letter to the university president.  The motion came from Mr. John Lang.  Mr. Kenneth Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
Constitution & Bylaws

Constitution 

Dr. Washington reported the results - 52 ballots were cast; 2 were voided.  2/3rds would be 34. All of the 20 amendments passed. The yes votes ranged from 41 – 50. 
Bylaws

Article 7, Section 1 says that the Bylaws “may be changed at any general session by a majority of voters.  They shall become effective immediately following adjournment of the meeting.”
All proposed bylaw changes passed. 

The motion to accept the report coming from Dr. Clemontine Washington was made by Dr. Jimmie Jackson and seconded by Mrs. Emma Preer. The motion passed. 
New Business 

President Jackson said that we need to examine the possibility of having an office support staff.  In the past the alumni affairs, now alumni relations position, served as office support.  Mrs. Alvernia Jackson has served as Alumni Liaison.  He says that without her services, the alumni association would have suffered tremendously. He said that she gets a stipend of $600 per month.  

Also, he thanked Ms. Earls, in her absence, for her thorough and complete financial record keeping. 

Atty. John M. Clark made a comment in support of what President Jackson said. He said that Albany Alumni Association has purchased an office.  Mr. Lang said that he thinks that an office is a good idea and something we should consider. 
Dr. Thomas Clark said that at the Southern Region there was a vote to boycott homecoming.  Mrs. Alvernia Jackson said that there was not a vote taken only a suggestion and that the Southern Region did not take a position. President Jackson says that he encourages everyone to support homecoming. 
Brick Campaign
President Jackson reported on two (2) decisions made by the executive committee on behalf of the body. 
The national executive committee approved purchase of bricks for past national presidents. $1,250 was spent to purchase bricks for past national presidents who have not already purchased bricks. He stated that Dr. Jimmie Jackson began this campaign several years ago and Dr. Flythe began the campaign anew with the addition of new bricks.
Presidential Scholarship Gala
The national executive committee approved support of the Presidential Scholarship Gala at the level of $2,500. 

Announcements
Commencement will be next weekend, May 8, 2010.  Originally the alumni were informed that  rehearsal would be closed. President Jackson thanked Dr. Wyatt for helping obtain time and space for the alumni to make a presentation to graduates and to host a reception for the graduates after rehearsal. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:47 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Nefertara Clark

Recording Secretary, 2009 – 2011 

